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International Research Progress and Trends of
Outdoor Sports Space

YE Jingyi, WU Zhengwang

(School of Architecture, Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract; Base on the Scopus database, CiteSpace software is used to make quantitative and visual analysis on
the hotspots, themes, methods, trends and frontiers of international outdoor sports space research more than
20 years. The results show that the research of the outdoor sports space design for the disabled and old people
has become a prominent hotspot. The research themes focus on 4 aspects: school playground, green space,
outdoor leisure and walkway feature. The research methods have been continuously improved and innovated,
and the development of digitization and new technologies has significantly increased the efficiency and reliability
of research. The research trends have changed from assessing the current status of public physical activity to
exploring the influence factors of the public physical activity level, and further extended to the design theories
that promote residents’ physical and mental health, and social benefit. The research frontier is focused on
green space types such as greenways and leisure parks. Future research should be carried out on outdoor sports
space planning and design at 2 levels with community and urban.
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