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Comparison between the Ancient Stone Pagodas in
Fujian Province during Tang and Song Dynasty
and the Stone Towers during Middle Ages
Xie Hongquan

(College of Architecture, Huagiao University, 362021, Quanzhou, China)
Abstract  During Tang and Song dynasties, there were enormous tower — sharping buildings of stone in both Fujian
province and Europe. Under their different cultural backgrounds, the exterior view, vertical composition and social func-
tion of the buildings in two areas have shown the distinguishing feature to each other. The comparison between them
makes the characters of Chinese and western architectural cultures more conspicuous. Discussions of the tower-sharping
buildings during middle ages enhance our understanding of the value of the ancient stone pagodas in Fujian province.
Keywords ancient stone pagodas, Fujian province, tang and song dynasties, the timber-frame subtype in stone struc-

ture, overlapping and repeating one-storied structures as multi-storied, middle ages



